
Christian Heritage Class      Winter 2023  

The class meets about 11:20 following worship—in the Church office Conference Space.   
David Stedman, church historian, is the presenter, and all are welcome.   

The continuing theme for winter is the Music of the Church. 
 

December 4   NO CLASS 

 

December 11 Angels (and Fallen Angels) “Forget not to show love unto strangers; for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares” –Hebrews 13:2     Christians inherited Jewish understanding of angels, and by 

the late 4th century Church Fathers agreed that there were different categories of angels.  We will explore the 

lively angelology including nephilim, fallen angels, watchers, guardians—and the way the “New Age” folk find 

comfort in “venerating” them.   

December 18  Angels in the stained glass windows of our sanctuary.  Using a laser pointer we will study our 

wonderful windows, both the Tiffany (1908) and Batchelor (1948), with a chance to learn their story and 

examine their exquisite details. The windows, like the church, are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dyer Moore.  

December 25 and January 1 NO CLASS 

January 8 The English Chorister No other country in the world has such a wonderful tradition of daily services 

sung by choirs of men and boys as England. In other European countries great cathedrals stand empty and 

dead....  But, for the first time in a thousand years there is an alarming number of empty seats in the choir stalls 

of Britain’s cathedrals too—because boys prefer football and computer games to the commitment of daily 

evensong and Sunday services. 

January 15 Henry Purcell (1659?-1695) Master of the English Baroque for Court, Church and Stage known as 

“Orpheus Britannicus.”   Purcell was the most important English composer of the Restoration and later 17th 

Century.   He incorporated the fashionable French (for Charles II) and Italian (for James II) stylistic elements, but 

devised a particularly English style of Baroque music.  He wrote 6 operas and incidental music for 54 plays. Only 

15 of his more than 1000 pieces survive.  With his output, he turned out on average a full-scale piece of work 

each week of his life!  He was also organist and choir master of the Chapel Royal and Westminster Abbey. 

January 22 Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was an English pastor, preacher, poet, and hymn writer. He is often called 

the "Father of English Hymnody": he was the first popular English hymn writer and was a leader in setting the 

psalms to music that could be sung congregationally: hymns for the congregation. (His father had dared him to 

write music for the congregation to replace the metric psalms He wrote about 600 hymns including When I 

Survey the Wondrous Cross, Am I a Soldier of the Cross, and Joy to the World. 

January 29  Amazing Grace: The Calvinist John Newton (1725-1807) Rev.  John Newton was among the most 

influential Evangelical Anglicans of his day.  He led a long and useful life and was foremost in attempting to 

end the pernicious slave trade about which he knew only too much.  Newton ’s two great hymns of the Church 

are “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” which is built around 7 Biblical passages and in its 5 stanzas 

describes the people of God under the protection of their Savior Jesus and “Amazing Grace” which tells the 

story of a rescued sinner and rebel.  Newton said: “I am a great sinner, but God is a great Savior!” 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pastor
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn


January  29  Handel’s Oratorio Judas Maccabeus.  The monument to a victory not yet won!  It appears 

Handel’s oratorio Judas Maccabeus (1746) was actually written before the victory it was to celebrate and commemorate, 

and was part of the composer’s stalwart support of the House of Hanover and King George II. The piece honors the 25-

yr-old victor of the battle of Culloden  (April 16, 1746) and pacifier of Scotland, Prince William Augustus Duke of 

Cumberland (1721-65) but it is set in the time of the Maccabees . Handel’s Judas Maccabeus drew on the story of 

the old Jewish leader of the Jewish nation against an aristocratic Greco-Syrian invasion to parallel and embody 

the themes of the struggle in his own time (against the Roman Catholic Jacobites) and the joy of the hard-

earned victory of the common people’s leader, along with the lamentations over the dead.   

February 5 The Castrati of the Papal Choir During the 17th and 18th centuries in Italy some 4000 to 5000 boys 

were castrated annually for the purpose of singing soprano or alto in the church choirs.  Many of these came 

from the pope’s own dominions: The Papal States. The prohibition against women singing in the choir had its 

origin in the Bible (and in the Hebrew tradition), and thus castrated men were needed for the polyphonic 

music of the Baroque period.  Castration was authorized by the pope (Clement VIII) solely “for the glory of 

God.” 

February 12 and 19  NO CLASS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


